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(g) Effective date of withholding. With-
holding of payment will become effec-
tive no less than 60 days after the day
on which the agency receives notice of
withholding.

(h) Duration of withholding. No Fed-
eral funds are available in expenditures
for services that are furnished by a pro-
vider specified in paragraph (c) of this
section from the date on which the
withholding becomes effective until
the termination of withholding under
paragraph (i) of this section.

(i) Termination of withholding.
(1) HCFA will terminate the order to

reduce State payment if it determines
that any of the following has occurred:

(i) The Medicare overpayment is
completely recovered:

(ii) The institution or person makes
an agreement satisfactory to HCFA to
repay the overpayment; or

(iii) HCFA determines that there is
no overpayment based on newly ac-
quired evidence or a subsequent audit.

(2) HCFA will notify each State that
previously received a notice ordering
the withholding that the withholding
has been terminated.

(j) Procedures for restoring excess with-
holding. If an amount ultimately deter-
mined to be in excess of the Medicare
overpayment is withheld, HCFA will
restore any excess funds withheld.

(k) Recovery of funds from Medicaid
agency. A provider is not entitled to re-
cover from the Medicaid agency the
amount of payment withheld by the
agency in accordance with a HCFA
order issued under paragraph (d) of this
section.

[50 FR 19688, May 10, 1985; 50 FR 23307, June
3, 1985]

§ 447.31 Withholding Medicare pay-
ments to recover Medicaid overpay-
ments.

(a) Basis and purpose. Section 1885 of
the Act provides authority for HCFA to
withhold Medicare payments to a Med-
icaid provider in order to recover Med-
icaid overpayments to the provider.
Section 405.377 of this chapter sets
forth the Medicare rules implementing
section 1885, and specifies under what
circumstances withholding will occur
and the providers that are subject to
withholding. This section establishes
the procedures that the Medicaid agen-

cy must follow when requesting that
HCFA withhold Medicare payments.

(b) Agency notice to providers. (1) Be-
fore the agency requests recovery of a
Medicaid overpayment through Medi-
care, the agency must send either or
both of the following notices, in addi-
tion to that required under paragraph
(b)(2) of this section, to the provider.

(i) Notice that—
(A) There has been an overpayment;
(B) Repayment is required; and
(C) The overpayment determination

is subject to agency appeal procedures,
but we may withhold Medicare pay-
ments while an appeal is in progress.

(ii) Notice that—
(A) Information is needed to deter-

mine the amount of overpayment if
any; and

(B) The provider has at least 30 days
in which to supply the information to
the agency.

(2) Notice that, 30 days or later from
the date of the notice, the agency in-
tends to refer the case to HCFA for
withholding of Medicare payments.

(3) The agency must send all notices
to providers by certified mail, return
receipt requested.

(c) Documentation to be submitted to
HCFA. The agency must submit the fol-
lowing information or documentation
to HCFA (unless otherwise specified)
with the request for withholding of
Medicare payments.

(1) A statement of the reason that
withholding is requested.

(2) The amount of overpayment, type
of overpayment, date the overpayment
was determined, and the closing date of
the pertinent cost reporting period (if
applicable).

(3) The quarter in which the overpay-
ment was reported on the quarterly ex-
penditure report (Form HCFA 64).

(4) As needed, and upon request from
HCFA, the names and addresses of the
provider’s officers and owners for each
period that there is an outstanding
overpayment.

(5) A statement of assurance that the
State agency has met the notice re-
quirements under paragraph (b) of this
section.

(6) As needed, and upon request for
HCFA, copies of notices (under para-
graph (b) of this section), and reports
of contact or attempted contact with
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the provider concerning the overpay-
ment, including any reduction or sus-
pension of Medicaid payments made
with respect to that overpayment.

(7) A copy of the provider’s agree-
ment with the agency under § 431.107 of
this chapter.

(d) Notification to terminate with-
holding. (1) If an agency has requested
withholding under this section, it must
notify HCFA if any of the following oc-
curs:

(i) The Medicaid provider makes an
agreement satisfactory to the agency
to repay the overpayment;

(ii) The Medicaid overpayment is
completely recovered; or

(iii) The agency determines that
there is no overpayment, based on
newly acquired evidence or subsequent
audit.

(2) Upon receipt of notification from
the State agency, HCFA will terminate
withholding.

(e) Accounting for returned overpay-
ment. The agency must treat as a re-
covered overpayment the amounts re-
ceived from HCFA to offset Medicaid
overpayments.

(f) Procedures for restoring excess with-
holding. The agency must establish pro-
cedures satisfactory to HCFA to assure
the return to the provider of amounts
withheld under this section that are ul-
timately determined to be in excess of
overpayments. Those procedures are
subject to HCFA review.

[50 FR 19689, May 10, 1985, as amended at 61
FR 63749, Dec. 2, 1996]

§ 447.40 Payments for reserving beds
in institutions.

(a) The Medicaid agency may make
payments to reserve a bed during a re-
cipient’s temporary absence from an
inpatient facility, if—

(1) The State plan provides for such
payments and specifies any limitations
on the policy; and

(2) Absences for purposes other than
required hospitalization (which cannot
be anticipated and planned) are in-
cluded in the patient’s plan of care.

(b) An agency that pays for reserved
beds in an inpatient facility may pay
less for a reserved bed than an occupied
bed if there is a cost differential be-

tween the two beds. (Section 1102 of the
Act.)

[43 FR 45253, Sept. 29, 1978, as amended at 51
FR 24491, July 3, 1986]

§ 447.45 Timely claims payment.
(a) Basis and purpose. This section

implements section 1902(a)(37) of the
Act by specifying—

(1) State plan requirements for—
(i) Timely processing of claims for

payment;
(ii) Prepayment and postpayment

claims reviews; and
(2) Conditions under which the Ad-

ministrator may grant waivers of the
time requirements.

(b) Definitions. Claim means (1) a bill
for services, (2) a line item of service,
or (3) all services for one recipient
within a bill.

Clean claim means one that can be
processed without obtaining additional
information from the provider of the
service or from a third party. It in-
cludes a claim with errors originating
in a State’s claims system. It does not
include a claim from a provider who is
under investigation for fraud or abuse,
or a claim under review for medical ne-
cessity.

A shared health facility means any ar-
rangement in which—

(1) Two or more health care practi-
tioners practice their professions at a
common physical location;

(2) The practitioners share common
waiting areas, examining rooms, treat-
ment rooms, or other space, the serv-
ices of supporting staff, or equipment;

(3) The practitioners have a person
(who may himself be a practitioner)—

(i) Who is in charge of, controls, man-
ages, or supervises substantial aspects
of the arrangement or operation for the
delivery of health or medical services
at the common physical location other
than the direct furnishing of profes-
sional health care services by the prac-
titioners to their patients; or

(ii) Who makes available to the prac-
titioners the services of supporting
staff who are not employees of the
practitioners; and

(iii) Who is compensated in whole or
in part, for the use of the common
physical location or related support
services, on a basis related to amounts
charged or collected for the services
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